
ANNUAL REPORT 2010
A Record Year



I recently received a phone call from a dear friend. He was a former member of my church, and 
we have stayed in touch ever since. 

It was another cold, gloomy winter’s day. He told me that he was standing at the kitchen sink 
staring out the window. His recovery from a recent surgery was travelling at a snail’s pace and 
his spirits were low. 

Suddenly, he felt someone tugging at his pant leg. It was his four-year-old granddaughter. “She 
just stood there,” he said, “looking up at me.” Her precious little angelic face was beaming with 
excitement, he recalled. She had something important to tell him and if she didn’t get it out 
soon, she’d burst.

“Sweetheart,” he inquired, “what can I get for you? A glass of water, a piece of fruit, or how 
about one of Grandma’s cookies?” She just kept shaking her little head no. “Well, what is it?” 
he asked.

“Grandpa,” she said, looking up into his eyes, “I love you more than anything in the whole wide 
world!”  She smiled, gave him a hug, and was off to play with her cousins.

My parishioner said that more than anything else, that was what he needed to hear. “God spoke 
to me through an innocent little child, letting me know that despite the troubles I am facing, 
God loves me.”

As you read this annual report, you will see that 2010 was a record-setting year for Matthew 25:  
Ministries. Almost 600 containers were shipped (record) carrying 13 million pounds of 
humanitarian aid (record). Our Food Processing Center prepared 1.4 million meals (record). 
20,000 people volunteered (record), giving 80,000 hours of their time (record). And the most 
important number, 14.5 million of the poorest of the poor were helped (record).

Each pair of shoes, each bar of soap, each pound of food and box of medical supplies serves as 
a reminder that God loves the people we help, and so do we. And while these supplies will need 
to be resupplied down the road, God’s love is eternal and never runs out.

In the words of my friend’s four-year-old granddaughter, “God loves us and the poor we serve 
more that anything in all the world.”

God’s Blessings,

Reverend Wendell E. Mettey 
President & Founder
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PRESIDENT
Letter from theTable of



Our mission is accomplished primarily by soliciting obsolete, slightly distressed, 
or overstock inventory from corporations, hospitals, and individuals in the 
United States. These goods include clothing, medical supplies, school supplies, 
personal care products, cleaning supplies, food, and other items essential for 
daily survival and maintaining an acceptable standard of living.

These goods are processed at Matthew 25: Ministries’ 132,000 square-foot 
facility in Cincinnati and then shipped via forty-foot seagoing containers and by 
semi-trailers to the poor throughout the United States and around the world.

Matthew 25: Ministries supplements outside donations by manufacturing, 
assembling, and blending products in-house, including:

•	 School Notebooks
•	 Rice-Soy Food Blend
•	 Multipurpose Cleaner
•	 Laundry Detergent
•	 Paint

The	mission	of	Matthew	25:	Ministries	is	to	fulfill	Matthew	25:34-40	of	the	New	
Testament by providing nutritional food to the hungry, clean water to the thirsty, 
clothing to the naked, affordable shelter to the homeless, medical care to the ill, 
and humanitarian supplies to prisoners.

For I was HUNGRY and you gave me something to eat, I was THIRSTY and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a STRANGER and you invited me in, I 
was NAKED and you clothed me, I was SICK and you looked after me, I was in 
PRISON and you came to visit me . . . Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

Matthew 25:34-40
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In 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries celebrated the grand opening of the Prasco Food Processing Center. 
This new addition to Matthew 25: Ministries’ facilities makes an enormous impact on the need for 
food in poverty-stricken areas of Greater Cincinnati, the United States, and the world. 

The Food Processing Center packages a nutritionally enhanced rice-soy blend for only 9-cents 
per serving. In a single six-hour day, Matthew 25: Ministries outputs 5,000 seven-serving bags of 
nutritional food. Last year alone, Matthew 25: Ministries prepared 1,400,000 meals for the hungry.

In 2011, Matthew 25: Ministries anticipates shipping 1 million meals to Haiti as well as processing 
an additional 1 million meals for local and international partners.

Also in 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries hosted the sixth annual Fighting Hunger Food Drive, which 
raised 50,000 pounds of food. These products were distributed to more than 30 local food pantries 
and shelters in Greater Cincinnati. 

HUNGRY
I was

and you gave me something to eat.

One of the greatest crises facing the world today is micronutrient malnutrition, which is caused by 
an	insufficient	consumption	of	key	vitamins	and	minerals	such	as	iron,	iodine,	and	vitamin	A.	These	
deficiencies	lead	to	serious	health	issues	such	as	stunted	growth,	blindness,	impaired	mental	
development, and increased mortality rates.

In 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries distributed Grow Right, our new micronutrient supplement, to more 
than 6,000 children in Haiti through orphanages, schools, churches, and feeding centers. Grow Right 
is	a	fruit-flavored	powder	fortified	with	11	micronutrients,	which,	when	mixed	with	clean	drinking	
water, provides a good tasting nutritious beverage. Clinical studies indicate that this product will 
drastically improve the health of the recipients.

At the end of June, Matthew 25: Ministries and Dr. Haile Mehansho (the primary inventor of Grow 
Right) led a medical team to Haiti to launch the program. The team collected baseline data and 
distributed samples of the beverage. The team will return in 2011 to collect and evaluate the results.

Matthew 25: Ministries anticipates expanding this program to reach areas of the Caribbean and 
Central America in 2011.

THIRSTY
I was

and you gave me something to drink.

Annual Report 2010  -  5



Picture
In	2010,	Matthew	25:	Ministries	once	again	partnered	with	local	non-profit	
organizations to provide nurturing and supportive resources for Cincinnati’s poor 
and homeless. 

Matthew 25: Ministries also participated in a development project which 
provided proper housing and sanitary conditions to 35 impoverished families 
living in rural Nicaragua. These families lived in deplorable, insecure conditions 
and suffered from serious health risks due to a lack of clean drinking water and 
sanitary solutions. These homes provide a sense of permanence and safety to 
many	families	for	the	first	time	in	their	lives.

The complete project involved:

•	 The upgrade of 35 houses to meet the demands of a moist, rainy climate.

•	 The construction of 35 residential latrines.

•	 The	installation	of	a	water	purification	system	at	a	nearby	well.

•	 The installation of a water spigot at each house for use by the family.

In 2011, Matthew 25: Ministries will fund another construction project in 
Nicaragua, which will likely be similar to the project mentioned above.

Also in 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries sent 200 sturdy, weather-resistant tents to 
Haiti in response to the deadly January earthquake. These single-family shelters 
are made of thick military-quality material to effectively protect the disaster 
victims from the harsh environment. The structure of the tents is built in such a 
way that it can be used as a framework for permanent housing in the future.
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STRANGER
I was a

and you welcomed me in.

For every dollar donated,  
Matthew 25: Ministries delivered  
$95 of humanitarian aid in 2010.



In October, Matthew 25: Ministries provided brand new winter coats, hats, and gloves 
to students in rural Appalachia. These students live in an extremely poverty-stricken 
area of West Virginia. Most families in the district would not typically be able to buy 
their children appropriate winter clothing. The clothing provided by Matthew 25: 
Ministries is crucial to keeping the kids warm and safe during the harsh mountain 
winters. Some of the kids even sleep in their coats or use them as blankets at night, 
because their families cannot afford to adequately heat their homes. The coats and 
other clothing were provided by the Cintas Clothe the Kids program.

This coat outreach is only one aspect of Matthew 25: Ministries’ seven-year 
relationship with this particular elementary school. Each summer, Matthew 25: 
Ministries also leads a mission group to help with building maintenance and to run an 
educational day camp for the students.

Matthew 25: Ministries also provided 32,440 pairs of shoes to children throughout 
the United States, the Caribbean, and Central America through a partnership with 
Life Outreach International. Shoes are a key part of protecting the overall health of 
children, as they prevent bacteria and parasites from entering the body through cuts in 
the feet. 

In total, Matthew 25: Ministries shipped more than 2.5 million pounds of clothing 
items to the poor in Greater Cincinnati, rural American Indian reservations, migrant 
farm-working communities in the United States, and to impoverished countries around 
the world. 
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NAKED
I was

and you clothed me.

Matthew 25: Ministries is the 
Second Best Charity in America 
according to Greg Bocquet of Mainstreet.com.



One of Reverend Wendell Mettey’s most life-changing experiences happened almost twenty 
years ago in a Nicaraguan hospital. While there, he saw that the hospital lacked even the 
most basic medical supplies needed to treat the patients. No medicine, no bandages, no 
linens, and only one bar of soap (kept under lock and key) to service the entire hospital. 

Since then, Matthew 25: Ministries has been committed to helping the sick in impoverished 
areas. In 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries sent 4 million pounds of medical supplies, linens, 
and personal care items to the poorest of the poor. These products help prevent and treat 
illnesses, and in many cases, save lives.

Matthew 25: Ministries also led medical teams to Haiti in 2010. The doctors and nurses ran 
mobile clinics at orphanages, churches, and other community centers. In total, these teams 
saw more than 1,000 patients in need.

A medical team will return to Haiti in 2011 and may expand their services to other  
developing countries.

SICK
I was

and you looked after me.

On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti. In just a few moments’ time, 
the capital city of Port-au-Prince was demolished. More than 230,000 people lost their lives; 
1 million were left homeless. Survivors suddenly became imprisoned by the devastation 
around them.

Throughout the year, Matthew 25: Ministries worked tirelessly to help aid the victims of this 
disaster. We worked with partners in Haiti to provide more than 1 million pounds of disaster 
relief products. As mentioned previously, we sent medical teams, launched the distribution of 
Grow Right micronutrient product, provided temporary shelters to the homeless, and worked 
with	the	local	government	officials	to	explore	additional	opportunities.	

Matthew 25: Ministries will continue disaster relief work in Haiti throughout 2011, with a 
continued focus on reaching children in need.

PRISON
I was in

and you came to visit me.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORSSTATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
Year	ended	12/31/10	subject	to	final	audit

Revenues
Donations – In-Kind   $
Donations – Cash & Equivalents  $
Donations – Restricted   $
Container Fees    $
Other Revenues, Net   $
Total Revenues    $

Expenses
Clothing Shipments   $
Medical Supplies Shipments  $
Personal Care Shipments   $
Food Shipments    $
Household & Cleaning Items Shipments $
School Supplies Shipments  $
Sewing Supplies Shipments  $
Other Program Expenses   $
Total Program Expenses   $
Fundraising Expenses   $
Management Expenses   $
Total Expenses    $
Increase in Net Assets   $

President/Founder
Matthew 25: Ministries:
Rev. Wendell E. Mettey
Montgomery, OH

Vice President
Matthew 25: Ministries:
Tim Mettey
Mason, OH

Chairman:
Michael Brandy, Jr.
Owner and President,
Brandicorp
Bellevue, KY

Secretary:
Doug Thomson, Esq.
President,
Douglas W. Thomson Co. LPA
Milford, OH

Treasurer:
Linda Tracy Gill, CPA
Hazlett, Lewis & Bieter, PLLC
Chattanooga, TN

Sandie Bloomfield
Realtor, retired
Coordinator,
Cincinnati Hispanic Outreach
Loveland,  OH

Scott Burns
Assoc. Director - Purchases,
Procter & Gamble
Cincinnati, OH

Glenn Grismere
Adjunct Faculty,
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, OH

Don Heithaus
Chairman of the Board,
Woodlawn Rubber Company
Cincinnati, OH

David Knust
Managing Partner,
K.P. Properties and
Omega Warehousing Services
Cincinnati, OH

Jim Russell
Owner,
Rainbow Car Wash
Cincinnati, OH

Michael Staudinger, MD
Wild Rose Community
Memorial Hospital
Denmark, WI

Harry Yeaggy
Owner and President,
Union Savings Bank
Cincinnati, OH

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I am continually impressed by Matthew 25: Ministries’ 
commitment to expanding its reach and creating new 
ways to help more people. 

In 2010, the organization launched two exciting 
new programs: The Prasco Food Processing Center, 
which provided 1,400,000 meals to the hungry, and 
Grow Right Micronutrient Supplement, which uses 
groundbreaking technology to improve the health of 
desperately poor children.

These new programs not only address critical needs in 
the world today, but they also ensure that Matthew 25: 
continues to grow and help millions of people each year 
regardless of the current economic conditions.

In fact, in a year when many businesses had to shut 
their doors for good, Matthew 25: Ministries grew 
astronomically.	For	the	first	time	ever,	Matthew	25:	
distributed 13 million pounds of products valued at 
$130,000,000 to the poorest of the poor. 

Additionally, for the third year in a row, Forbes.com 
ranked Matthew 25: Ministries as one of the most 
efficient	large	charities	in	the	U.S.,	an	honor	supported	
by the fact that 99.5% of all cash and in-kind donations 
went toward programs in 2010. 

I whole-heartedly believe in this organization. I admire 
the passionate leadership of President Wendell Mettey 
and Vice President Tim Mettey, the commitment of 
their staff, and the generosity of their volunteers and 
donors.  The work that they achieve and the impact that 
this organization has worldwide is truly staggering. I am 
honored to be a part of this amazing ministry. 

Michael Brandy, Jr. 
Chairman of the Board
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6,433,000
4,774,000
1,324,000
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FINANCIAL POSITION
Year	ended	12/31/10	subject	to	final	audit

Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents   $
Receivables    $
Investments    $
Donated Inventory   $
Property & Equipment, Net  $
Other Assets    $
Total Assets    $

Liabilities & Net Assets
Total Liabilities    $

Net Assets
Unrestricted    $
Temporarily Restricted   $

Total Liabilities & Net Assets  $

866,000
149,000

2,041,000
13,181,000

2,134,000
4,000

18,375,000

89,000

17,953,000
333,000

18,375,000

99.5% 
OF M25M’S CASH AND
IN-KIND DONATIONS 
GO TOWARD PROGRAMS

Program Expenses          

Fundraising          

Management

Matthew 25: Ministries was once again 
named by Forbes.com as one of the 
most	efficient	large	charities	in	the	U.S.

Destinations
Arizona, USA 
Belize 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 
Estonia
Florida, USA 
Georgia, Republic of
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Jamaica
Kazakhstan 
Kentucky, USA 
Mexico 
Misc. Worldwide Relief
Moldova 
Nicaragua 
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA 
Pakistan 
Russia & Misc. CIS
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
South Dakota, USA 
St. Lucia 
Tennessee, USA 
Texas, USA 
Trinidad
Ukraine
Uzbekistan 
Total Shipped

 40-Foot Containers
46 

6 
12 
16 
35 

3
10 
23

6 
85 
33 
44 
31 
58

6 
2 
1 
3
6 

63 
9 
3 
3
1 
1 

56
3 
1 
1 
6

14 
3

590
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A RECORD YEAR
In 2010, Matthew 25: Ministries:

•	 Helped 14.5 million people in need.

•	 Shipped 590 forty-foot containers.

•	 Sent 13 million pounds of aid to the poor.

•	 Prepared 1.4 million meals in the Prasco Food 
Processing Center.

•	 Welcomed 20,000 volunteers who gave 80,000 hours 
of their time.



11060 Kenwood Road, Cincinnati, OH  45242
(513) 793-6256  |  www.m25m.org


